Kansas Eco-Tourism: A Trip Through State Parks
Goal: Students will identify 5 of the many State Parks Kansas has to offer and a few of the recreational activities that is highlighted at each one. 
Objectives: After completing the Place Based Story on Google Maps the students will create their own tour of Eco-Tourism through the state of Kansas with 100% participation. 
Grade Level: 8th
Content Area Addressed: The content from this lesson comes from 8th grade Intro to Agriculture and comes from Natural Resource Management. The students are learning about the different ways in which Kansas brings revenue into the state. They will learn that Kansas is ranked last in tourism because they have no highlight-able attractions. With that being the case, Kansas relies on it’s state parks and wildlife to bring tourist into the state and with that money. I will use state parks as an example to get the students insight onto the project and then they will need to come up with their own Eco-tourist destinations within our state to present to me and the rest of the class. There are many opportunities as there are many different natural wonders our state has to offer so the students will just need to be creative in how they address the topic. 
Lesson Length: 1 week
Materials: Computer, Internet, Encyclopedia, Magazines
Assessment: Students will be assessed based on the completion and validity of the projects they come up with using Google Maps. I will cross-reference all things the students teach to make sure they are factual and line up with guidelines provided in the directions of the activity. I expect 100% participation for this activity. 
Alternative Activity: Students may make a Place Based Story Map by hand using poster board and magazine pictures. The still must present the information to me and the rest of the class but are not required to use the technology if they have a special reason why they can not. 
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